
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2011-52-C - ORDER NO. 2011-507

1N RE:

JULY 20, 2011

Application of Time Warner Cable

Information Services (South Carolina), LLC

d/b/a Time Warner Cable to Amend Its

Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity to Provide Telephone Services in

the Service Area of Sandhill Telephone

Cooperative, Inc. and for Alternative

Regulation

) ORDER GRANTING

) PETITION FOR

) CLARIFICATION AND

) MOTION FOR

) EXPEDITED REVIEW,

) WAIVING HEARING

) REQUIREMENT, AND

) APPROVING

) APPLICATION

This Order is issued in response to Sandhill's 1 Petition for Clarification or

Reconsideration. Sandhill asks that the Commission modify its original Order to clarify that

the authority granted to TWC1S 2 in Sandhill's service area is the same authority that was

granted by the Commission in Order No. 2009-356. Sandhill further requests that a statement

characterizing its drawing of funds from the South Carolina Universal Service Fund be

deleted from this Commission's final Order. TWCIS does not object to either request.

In regard to Sandhill's first request, the original Order did grant TWCIS the same

authority as in Order No. 2009-356, and this present Order has been modified to clarify that

authority. As to Sandhill's second request, the statement to which it now takes exception was

present in TWCIS' Application, and was not objected to or addressed on the record by

Sandhill. Absent any such objection, the statement was included in the Commission's

Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ("Sandhill").
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original Order. Since Sandhill has now expressed a desire to have the statement deleted, and

TWCIS has not objected, we have removed the statement from this clarifying Order.

Therefore, the following will constitute the Company's authority to provide the

services requested in lieu of the provisions of Order No. 2011-393.

Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 58-9-280, this matter comes before the Public

Service Commission of South Carolina ("Commission") on the Application of TWCIS to

amend its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity under Order Nos. 2004-213,

2005-385(A), and 2009-356 for authority to serve customers in the geographic area

currently served by Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ("Sandhill"). Sandhill is a rural

local exchange company ("RLEC"). In Docket No. 2005-130-C, TWCIS was authorized

to implement an alternative regulatory plan under S.C. Code Ann. §§ 58-9-575 and 58-9-

585 and seeks to operate under that same plan in the Sandhill telephone service area. In

addition, TWCIS requests expedited review and waiver of hearing as well as waiver of

S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-610 and 103-631, which would require record keeping within

the state and the publishing of directories.

Notice of the matter was published according to Commission regulations.

Sandhill intervened in this matter but ultimately did not oppose the Application. The

Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") also does not oppose the Application and

recommends granting the expansion of service territory. Further, as described in the

Application, the Company states that it will abide by all applicable statutes, orders, rules,

and regulations entered and adopted by the Commission.
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According to the Application, TWCIS plans to provide t_cilities-based

telecommunicationsand voice servicesin Sandhill's service area. It providesvoice

serviceusing Internetprotocol ("IP") technology,the Company'sprivately managedIP

network,andthepublic switchedtelephonenetwork. Thesevoice servicesareofferedto

both residential and commercial customers. In addition, TWCIS offers intrastate

telecommunicationsservicesto bothwholesaleandretail commercialcustomers.

Theseservices,which arecomprisedof non-voicetransmissionservices,provide

high-capacity,point-to-point,point-to-multipoint,andmultipoint-to-multipointdedicated

connectionsbetweenand amongone or morecustomerlocationsand/or TWCIS. The

servicesmay utilize Ethernetinterfaces,optical fiber and/orcoaxial cablefacilities and

are designedand provisioned on an individual casebasis pursuant to contractswith

customers. Theseservicesarecurrently offered by TWCIS in the areasin which it is

certificatedandaremorecompletelydescribedin its currentSouthCarolinaTariff No. 1

on file with theCommission.

After review of the record in this Docket, we find that TWCIS possessesthe

managerial and technical resourcesto provide telecommunicationsservices in the

expandedterritory, andtheseservicesmeettheCommission'sservicestandards.Further,

we find that the authoritygrantedto TWCIS shouldbe the sameasthe authority,terms,

andconditionsgrantedby OrderNo. 2009-356,which allowedit to operatein the service

areaof otherRLECs. We alsofind thatprovisionof theservicesunderthis authoritywill

not adversely impact the availability of affordable local exchangeservice,and that

TWCIS will participate in the support of universally available telephoneservice at
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affordablerates. Last, we find that provisionof servicesin the expandedterritory will

not adverselyimpactthe public interest. Therefore,we concludefrom the abovefinding

that TWCIS meetsthe statutoryrequirementsfor expansionof serviceterritory under

S.C.CodeAnn. § 58-9-280(B).

We also find that Notice hasbeenpublishedasrequiredby the Commissionand

any interestedpartyhashadanopportunityfor ahearingasrequiredby S.C.CodeAnn. §

58-9-280(B).Thereis nooppositionto theApplication.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDERED:

1. Expedited review, through the Commission's consideration of the

Applicationat its weeklypublic meeting,is granted.

2. The Application to amendTWICIS's Certificate of Public Convenience

and Necessityto servecustomersin the geographicareacurrently servedby Sandhill

TelephoneCooperative,Inc. underthe alternativeregulatoryprogramfound at S.C.Code

Ann. §§ 58-9-575 and 58-9-585 is approved with the sameauthority, terms, and

conditionsasit wasgrantedby OrderNo. 2009-356.

3. Waiverof therequirementsof S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-610and 103-631

regardingrecordkeepingandpublishingdirectoriesis granted.
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4. This Ordershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherorderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

Jol_ E. Howard,Chairman

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


